Standards for playing field equipment - Portable and
permanent socketed goals - Functional, safety
requirements and test methods

BS EN 748
Full size football goals

BS EN 750
Full size hockey goals

Background - 2013
• Existing series of European Standards for a range
of sports goals
• Some goals not included – desire to resolve
this omission:
• Small sided football goals
• Mid weight football goals
• Rugby goals
• GAA goals

BS EN 16579
Standard for
mid-weight &
small sided
football goals,
rugby and GAA
goals

Scope

This European Standard is applicable to playing field goals used for competition, training or
recreational play, indoor and outdoor areas including educational establishments and public
recreational areas.
It specifies the functional and safety requirements and test methods for all types of portable
and permanent socketed goals having a total weight greater than 10 kg with the exception
of goals with a size of 5,00 m × 2,00 m and 7,32 m × 2,44 m with a weight of > 42 kg, which
are covered by EN 748.
The following goals specified in the standards listed below are also excluded:
a) EN 748 (football);
b) EN 749 (handball);
c) EN 750 (hockey);
d) EN 1270 (basketball) and any other type of goal used for basketball;
e) EN 15312 (free access multi-sports);
f) EN 13451-7 (water polo);
g) EN 16664 (lightweight goals).
The following goals are also excluded:
h) inflatable goals;
i) goals which are classified as toys under the responsibility of CEN/TC 52;
j) for portable and permanent socketed playing field goals for American football;
k) goals which are intended to move in use (e.g. Lacrosse, rink hockey and roller hockey).
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Strength

Stability

6.3 Entrapment
6.3.1 General
Goals shall be designed and constructed so that during use, transportation, and storage (if applicable)
there shall be no crushing or shearing hazards between moving parts and/or fixed parts or risk of
entrapment of finger, head and neck when assessed in accordance with the procedure given in EN
913:2008, Annex A and with the additional requirements according to Annex A of this standard.

BS EN 16579
• Mid weight
• Structurally weaker
• Easier to move around
• Reduced risk of injury if they topple
• Intended for secure sites were the risk of
misuse is minimal
BS EN 748
• Structurally stronger design, less likely to be
damaged through miss-use
• Heavy
• Intended for secure sites were the risk of
misuse is likely
• Undertake a risk assessment to determine
which goal is most suited to a specific site

Maintenance and inspection
E.2.1 Principle
Manufacturer should provide guidance on how the goal is to be maintained and on what frequency. Advice should also
be given on how minor defects should be corrected and from where spare or replacement parts may be obtained.
It is difficult to specify exactly what inspections should be made or at what intervals, because the conditions under
which a goal is kept and used vary so widely. It may be necessary to inspect a goal which is permanently installed in an
open public space every day, while one which is in a restricted access and is only ever used with a high level of
supervision may need to be inspected relatively infrequently. The type and thoroughness of the inspections needed
also vary with the type of goal.

Now withdrawn

Looking ahead
BSI Technical subcommittee SW/136/22 Sports, Playground and other Recreational Equipment - Gymnasium
and Playing Field Equipment
With reference to the recently approved revision of EN 16579, it was noted since its publication
earlier this year that both the FA and SAPCA have raised concerns regarding the content of this
standard, its interpretation and application in the UK market.
We wish to ensure that those concerns are raised, and hopefully addressed during this revision.
We therefore invite you to review the enclosed standard and submit any comments to the secretary
before October 30th 2018.

