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How much space do I need 
to build a tennis court?
A tennis court usually comprises the area within 
the play lines (called the principal play area  
or PPA) and the surrounds or run-offs. The 
Rules of Tennis define the size of the PPA as  
23.77m x 10.97m. To ensure satisfactory playing 
area adequate run-offs are also needed. The 
recommended run-offs for a single court are 
6.40m at each end and 3.66m on either side, 
giving a total court area of 36.57m x 18.29m. 

Some sites are not large enough to 
accommodate the recommended court sizes, 
so the LTA has also established minimum club 
court sizes, which are 5.49m at both ends and 
3.05m on each side – giving an overall court of 
34.75m x 17.07m (further reduction in overall 
dimensions may be permitted in public parks).

 When courts of the same surface type are 
laid side by side, it is possible to share the 
side-run between adjacent courts. Common 
side-runs should be between 4.27m (LTA 
recommended) and 3.66m (LTA minimum).

Does the orientation of the court matter?
In the UK it is recommended that courts are 
constructed in a north – south orientation 
as this minimises the effects of a setting 
sun – but this is only a recommendation.

How much space will the contractor 
need for access to building the court?
The size of the project will often depend 
on the size of the area required. Ideally the 
contractor needs access to allow the delivery 
of materials such as stone foundation, 
asphalt, floodlighting columns, rolls of 
carpet and other construction materials. 
These materials will usually be delivered in 
relatively large vehicles. The contractor will 
also need a working area for site compound 
and storage and this should be factored in.

How long does it take to build a court?
This is dependent on the number of courts, 
but on projects of between one and three 
new courts, the development should 
take six to eight weeks, allowing for the 
curing of materials during the project.

Do I need planning permission?
Yes, formal planning consent needs to be 
sought from the relevant local authority. The 
location and layout, surface type, fencing 
design and use of floodlighting will all need 
to be considered, along with the visual and 
acoustic impact. The site owner or client is 
responsible for obtaining planning consent and 
may wish to appoint a consultant to prepare 
and submit the application on their behalf.

Do I need lighting?
The use of lighting is not a prerequisite of 
a tennis facility. However, for year-round 
use it is essential. To fund a project, Sport 
England and the LTA will often require a 
facility to be lit to ensure year-round usage.

What standards are there for the design 
and construction of tennis courts?
In the UK, the SAPCA Code of Practice for 
the Construction and Maintenance of Tennis 
Courts and the SAPCA Code of Practice for the 
Construction of Padel Courts are seen as the 
‘go to’ design guidance for the development 
of tennis and padel facilities. The ITF and 
IPF also have standards and classifications 
for the playing surface, but these don’t 
generally cover the construction quality.

How do I choose the best surface?
Consideration needs to be given at the 
outset to what the venue can afford, the 
demographic of the user groups, other court 
surfaces currently in situ at the venue and 
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– often most importantly – the needs of the
tennis venue. The resource section on the
LTA website has some great information on
the things to consider when developing both
new and existing facilities at your venue.

Which surfaces are the most popular in 
the tennis club sector at the moment?
While the use of porous asphalt remains 
the most widely used tennis surface in the 
UK, due to its cost-effective nature and the 
surface requiring the least maintenance, 
synthetic turf – and more recently artificial 
clay – are very popular across the tennis 
club market. Both surface types, while 
requiring more maintenance, are popular 
due to both their playability and their 
forgiveness underfoot, with a level of shock 
absorbency not found in hard courts.

Once I know which type of surface, how 
do I know which product would be best?
The best way to gain a practical experience 
of a playing surface is to actually play-
test different products. Talking to 
other tennis venues will help too. 

If you want to find out where different types 
of surfaces are in use, products are available 
for play-testing in your local area. Get in 
touch with SAPCA and its Tennis Division – 
the association is happy to offer advice.

What do I need to consider if I 
want my court to be multi-use?
In 2021 SAPCA published its Code of 
Practice for the Construction of Multi-Use-
Games-Areas, a document dedicated to 
the subject of MUGAs. When designing 
a MUGA, careful consideration should be 
given to the sports which you are looking 
to facilitate on the surface, as some 
combinations of sport work better together 
than others. The document is designed to 
assist in this decision-making process.

How do I choose a contractor?
The SAPCA website and its ‘Find a member’ 
function is a great starting point. SAPCA’s 
Quality System audits on members on the 
work that they deliver, so you can rest assured 
that the construction of tennis courts will 

be in accordance with our Codes of Practice 
and in line with industry standards.

How much and what type of 
maintenance will the court need?
Like all sports surfaces, tennis courts require 
regular maintenance to keep the playing 
surface at an optimum level. As well as 
weekly ‘housekeeping’, more intensive 
maintenance is also required – such as 
rigorous brushing of carpets or rejuvenation 
of surfaces to prolong the life of the court. 

SAPCA’s Code of Practice for tennis courts 
has a dedicated section for the maintenance of 
all surface types and includes surface-specific 
guidance. Furthermore, the Operations and 
Maintenance Manual produced by SAPCA 
members on completion of projects also 
include manufacturers’ guidance for the 
maintenance of their specific products.

What is the typical “life 
expectancy” of a tennis court?
It is dependent on both the level of usage and 
frequency of maintenance, but a venue would 
normally expect a minimum of 10 years.

Should I start a sinking fund to cover the 
costs of replacement of the court(s)?
Yes. It is essential that venues have a sinking 
fund so courts and other facilities can be 
replaced when required, without having to seek 
external funding. The LTA has a sinking fund 
calculator within its web-based resources. ●

To access the SAPCA resources, 
including the codes of practice, visit: 
https://sapca.org.uk/guides/

Do you know which type of surface you need?
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